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Harshikaa Udasi

Author Ramendra Kumar says there’s a story idea hiding in everything - from a random
conversation on a bus to a social media post. And for it to become a book, you have to
“write what you love and love what you write”

With 36 books (for children and grown-ups) to his credit, Ramendra Kumar seems to be writing
with ease. But mind you, his first attempt at writing – a few poems and a novella, he confesses, was
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hardly exciting. Terrible, in fact, he says. But then, he was only eight!

The Hyderabad-born popular children’s author says he improved with age. “I think I improved a bit
during my college days and continued my literary pursuits after I took up a job. When our daughter
Ankita was four, and our son Aniket was born, I took up storytelling for Ankita. I don’t know
whether she liked the plot more or my antics, but she lapped up my stories. Soon it became a
tradition that continued even after Aniket grew up. The stories my kids liked found their way to the
laptop and from there to the publisher’s desk. And thus began my journey into the idyllic world of
children,” he says, summing up his journey from a storyteller-dad to a writer.

Ramendra Kumar’s writing style

Ramendra’s stories are mostly inspired by his father, and if not, then by his children. “I try to make
my stories as fast-paced as possible while at the same time tucking in a tiny value somewhere. My
stories are not preachy or moralistic but do have a feel-good flavour,” says the writer.

He doesn’t have a set pattern for writing as he keeps a full-time job in a steel plant. He says he can
move into his creative zone anywhere and anytime - while he is driving or taking a bath or in
meetings or when his lab is taking him out on a much-needed walk! After the idea stays in his head
for days, even weeks and months, he puts it on his laptop. “I revisit my story after a few days,
freeze it and send it for publication. With the kind of job I have, I cannot wait for an ideal
ambience, a perfect time or follow an ideal paradigm,” says the writer.

Bet you didn’t know...

…that he head the Corporate Communications set up of his organisation. The steel plant has its
own township and even if one of the deer in their zoo gets hurt, he is answerable. He is on call 24 x
7. “One has to be a bit wacky to indulge in creativity in this kind of unbridled chaos,” he says.

...that when Harry Potter cast his spell all over the universe, “I was being persuaded by one of my
publishers to attempt a fantasy novel and when Diaries were ruling the roost I was asked to write a
Desi Diary. In both the cases I refused, not because I could not, but because I have never pandered
to the market and never will”.

Writing like this author

•If you want to become a writer you have to do two things – not in fits and starts but continuously:
READ and WRITE. Your reading should be as eclectic as possible. This will open up an entire
universe of creativity. The second thing is you should write as often as you can. You can begin by
writing on themes you are passionate about, moving later to other genres.While writing a story,
please remember there are three inputs that go into making a story - imagination, observation and
experience. If there is a shortfall in one department, it can be made up in the other.
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•Please remember that every story starts with an idea. And anything and everything can spark an
idea – a conversation in a bus, a scene in a film, a dialogue on television, a character in a book, an
incident in the newspaper, a caress of a parent, a mobile phone message, a tweet, someone’s status
or a post on social media... a writer should always be in that space of creativity. You should be open
to all these little sparks flying around.

•Finally, I would like to add that please enjoy your creativity, write what you love and love what
you write!
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